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liquid fiery globe into the air, where there was
not a particle of moisture; radiation and vapor
both at the same time from the same source,
which by the condition of things could not be!
What a miracle is here! The conversion of
water into wine by Omnipotence, at which infidels
laugh, was nothing to it; for that was only the
impartation of the qualities of one liquid to
another; but this is creating all the water of the
globe by means of enormous masses of vapor
gathered into the air, under circumstances which
made it an impossibility. Surely, no infidel can
now find fault with miracles on the score of ab-
surdity. What a beautiful theory it is! How
scientifically constructed, and how wisely adapted
to show the origin of water filling the cavities of
the impossible crust just spoken of! Who can
help admiring the depth of penetration by which
the sad mistakes of Moses have been exposed,
which for so long a time have misled men into
the belief that he told the literal truth !

This marvellous theory accounts for the forma-
tion of the various strata of the modern earth in
this wise. The granite crust aforesaid was
covered with mountainous ranges and various
elevations of this kind of rock upon which the
winds and storms of centuries beat with the same
force they exert now, and thus abrasions were
slowly made until, by the dissolving action of
mechanical and chemical forces, continents with
their mountain masses of granite were all com-
minuted into detritus, sand, gravel, and coarser
stuff, and washed down into rivers which carried